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Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County Hosts Webinar to Recognize 
January as National Slavery and Human Trafficking Awareness Month  

 
Contact:  
Communications Office  
786-336-1276 
 
Miami, FL – The Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County will be increasing 
awareness of the Look Beneath the Surface campaign from the Federal Office on 
Trafficking in Persons with support from the Department of Health and Human Services. 
January is National Slavery and Human Trafficking awareness month. This year the 
Department will host a webinar to increase awareness and educate the community on 
this important public health concern. During this webinar, you will learn what human 
trafficking is about, what it may look like, and how you can help report a trafficking 
situation.  
 
At this event, we will have two expert speakers in the field of human trafficking. The 
speakers for this event will be Ivon Mesa from Community Action and Human Services 
Department of Miami-Dade County and Marta Martinez from Kristi House, Project GOLD.  
 
Event:  Look Beneath the Surface: Human Trafficking Awareness Webinar   
Location:  GoToWebinar Platform  
Date:   Wednesday, January 20, 2021  
Time:   10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  
 

Florida ranks third in the nation for human trafficking. Human trafficking is a major public 
health concern that impacts individuals, families, and entire communities across 
generations. It requires training and a response from communities, social service 
providers, health care providers, and other first responders. Many victims of human 
trafficking are forced to work in prostitution, domestic servitude, restaurant work, janitorial 
work, sweatshop factory work, and migrant agricultural work.  

Look Beneath the Surface is a public health approach to raising awareness of how to 
identify a victim of human trafficking campaign. It is built on the success of the Department 
of Health and Human Services Rescue and Restore victims of Human Trafficking 
campaign, launched in April 2004 to support the implementation of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000. 

Public awareness campaigns have been effective at increasing victim identification and 
more strategic efforts can lead to other effective outcomes.  



 

Since 2007, the National Human Trafficking Hotline has received over 216,082 calls. In 
2019, through the national hotline there were 11,500 human trafficking cases reported 
and 48,326 contacts. The campaign also empowers health care providers, faith-based 
and community organizations to help identify individuals who may be experiencing 
trafficking and connect them with services by calling the National Human Trafficking 
Hotline at 1-888-373-7888.  

For more information about human trafficking visit 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/endtrafficking.  

The event is open to the community. To register and learn more click here.  
 

About the Florida Department of Health  

The department, nationally accredited by the Public Health Accreditation Board, works to 
protect, promote and improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, 
county and community efforts.  

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and on Twitter at @HealthyFla. For more information 
about the Florida Department of Health please visit www.FloridaHealth.gov.  



Date 
Wednesday, January 20, 2021  

Time 
10:00 AM – 11:30 AM     

Platform 
GoToWebinar

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
WEBINAR

For information, please e-mail Bryanna.McDaniel@FLHealth.gov, 
Candice.Schottenloher@FLHealth.gov, or Robert.Ward@FLHealth.gov.  

Learn from local professionals on what human trafficking means, what it looks 
like, and how you can help. 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3417988437406567435
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