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For the most recent information on COVID-19 in Florida please visit:                                            

https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/ 

• September 28th is World Rabies Day. Rabies is a preventable viral disease that can be fatal if not treated appropriately. In 
the United States it is found mostly in wild animals, however around the world most rabies deaths are caused by dog bites. It 
is important to keep your pets vaccinated, maintain a safe distance from wild animals, and seek immediate medical attention 
if exposed to a rabid animal. Visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for more information.  

• September is National Childhood Obesity Awareness Month. Children with obesity are at  an increased  risk for other health 
conditions such as diabetes, asthma, sleep apnea, and bone and joint problems.  Many factors can influence childhood  
obesity including genetics, eating and physical activity behaviors, family environments, as well as community and social  
factors. Visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for recommendations on how to prevent childhood obesity and 
support healthy growth.  

• September is also National Preparedness Month. This year’s theme is “Disasters Don’t Wait. Make Your Plan Today.” Visit  
ready.gov for weekly guidance for the month of September on preparing yourself and your family for emergencies. Now 
more than ever it is important to have a plan in place for handling a disaster during a pandemic.  
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https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/rabies/exposure/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dnpao/features/childhood-obesity/index.html
https://www.ready.gov/september
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GWXY1JxNcAg&list=PL720Kw_OojlLuAAL5jic2jDQHsomSq-TG&index=4&t=0s
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PARTICIPATE IN INFLUENZA SENTINEL PROVIDER SURVEILLANCE 

Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County NEEDS Influenza Sentinel Providers! 

Sentinel providers are key to the success of the Florida Department of Health’s Influenza Surveillance System. 
Data reported by sentinel providers gives a picture of the influenza virus and ILI activity in the U.S. and Florida 
which can be used to guide prevention and control activities, vaccine strain selection, and patient care. 

• Providers of any specialty, in any type of  practice, are eligible to be sentinel providers.  

• Most providers report that it takes less than 30 minutes a week to compile and report data on the total 
number of patients seen and the  number of patients seen with influenza-like illness. 

• Sentinel providers can submit specimens from a subset of patients to the state laboratory for virus isolation 
free of charge. 

 
For more information, please contact  

Stephanie Calle at 305-470-5660.   

Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County 
Epidemiology, Disease Control and Immunization Services  

 
Influenza Like Illness Surveillance Report 

On a daily basis, all of Miami-Dade County's emergency department (ED) hospitals electronically 
transmit ED data to the Florida Department of Health. This data is then categorized into 11 distinct 
syndromes. The influenza-like illness (ILI) syndrome consists of fever with either cough or sore throat. 
It can also include a chief complaint of “flu” or "ILI". This season's 2019-2020 data is compared to the 
previous 4 influenza seasons (2015-2016, 2016-2017, 2017-2018, 2018-2019). 

Across all ages, there were 22,773 ED visits; among them 460 (2.0%) were ILI. During the same week 

last year, 3.3% of ED visits were ILI. 
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About the Epi Monthly Report  
 

The Epi Monthly Report is a publication of the Florida Department of Health in              
Miami-Dade County: Epidemiology, Disease Control & Immunization Services. The 
publication serves a primary audience of physicians, nurses, and public health 
professionals. Articles published in the Epi Monthly Report may focus on quantitative 
research and analysis, program updates, field investigations, or provider education.  For 
more information or to submit an article, please contact Vanessa Villamil  at 305-470-5643 
or vanessa.villamil@flhealth.gov. 

Childhood Lead Poisoning  
Prevention Program   

305-470-6877                                            

Epidemiology and  Disease  
Surveillance  

305-470-5660 

Hepatitis Program 305-470-5536 

HIV/AIDS Program 305-470-6999 

Immunization Services  305-470-5660 

STD Program   305-575-5430 

Tuberculosis Program   305-575-5415 

Appointment Line 786-845-0550 

To report diseases and for information, 
call EDC-IS at: 

 

 

 
What's New at DOH Miami-Dade 

• DOH Miami-Dade is under a mosquito borne 

illness alert. There have been a total of 44 

West Nile virus cases in Miami-Dade. Visit the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

for more information on West Nile. 

• The Florida Department of Health advises   

residents to answer calls from (833) 917-2880 

as part of Florida’s contact tracing efforts to 

slow the spread of COVID-19 by informing  

residents of their potential exposures. 

• To find a free testing location near you please 

visit: https://www.miamidade.gov/global/

initiatives/coronavirus/testing-locations.page.  

https://www.cdc.gov/westnile/index.html
https://www.miamidade.gov/global/initiatives/coronavirus/testing-locations.page
https://www.miamidade.gov/global/initiatives/coronavirus/testing-locations.page

