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For the most recent information on COVID-19 in Florida please visit:                                            

https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/ 

• World Birth Defects Day is observed on March 3rd. It is an opportunity for individuals and organizations that work 
in the field to come together to raise awareness and promote initiatives to help improve the surveillance,           
prevention, and treatment of birth defects. The goal is to raise awareness of what is already known on how to   
prevent birth defects and improve the quality of life for those affected by them.  

• The third full week of March is National Poison Prevention Week. Florida’s Poison Control Centers provide free 
and confidential help with poisoning emergencies from physicians, nurses, pharmacists and other healthcare 
workers with extensive knowledge in poison control, they can be reached 24/7 by calling 1-800-222-1222. 

• March 24th is World Tuberculosis (TB) Day, commemorating the day in 1882 when the cause of this illness was 
discovered by Dr. Robert Koch. It is a day to recognize the impact TB has had worldwide and to raise awareness 
about the challenges faced in eliminating it. TB rates in the United States remain relatively low, however TB can 
still be found in all 50 states as well as throughout the world.  
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WE HAVE A NEW ADDRESS! 

https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/birthdefects/features/birth-defects-day.html
https://floridapoisoncontrol.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/
https://youtu.be/wA_fObLY6GE
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PARTICIPATE IN INFLUENZA SENTINEL PROVIDER SURVEILLANCE 

Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County NEEDS Influenza Sentinel Providers! 

Sentinel providers are key to the success of the Florida Department of Health’s Influenza Surveillance System. 
Data reported by sentinel providers gives a picture of the influenza virus and ILI activity in the U.S. and Florida 
which can be used to guide prevention and control activities, vaccine strain selection, and patient care. 

• Providers of any specialty, in any type of  practice, are eligible to be sentinel providers.  

• Most providers report that it takes less than 30 minutes a week to compile and report data on the total 
number of patients seen and the  number of patients seen with influenza-like illness. 

• Sentinel providers can submit specimens from a subset of patients to the state laboratory for virus isolation 
free of charge. 

 
For more information, please contact  

Stephanie Calle at 305-470-5660.   

Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County 
Epidemiology, Disease Control and Immunization Services  

 
Influenza Like Illness Surveillance Report 

On a daily basis, all of Miami-Dade County's emergency department (ED) hospitals electronically 
transmit ED data to the Florida Department of Health. This data is then categorized into 11 distinct 
syndromes. The influenza-like illness (ILI) syndrome consists of fever with either cough or sore throat. 
It can also include a chief complaint of “flu” or "ILI". This season's 2020-2021 data is compared to the 
previous 4 influenza seasons (2016-2017, 2017-2018, 2018-2019, 2019-2020). 

Across all ages, there were 29,847 ED visits; among them 706 (2.4%) were ILI. During the same week 

last year, 8.0% of ED visits were ILI. 
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About the Epi Monthly Report  
 

The Epi Monthly Report is a publication of the Florida Department of Health in              
Miami-Dade County: Epidemiology, Disease Control & Immunization Services. The 
publication serves a primary audience of physicians, nurses, and public health 
professionals. Articles published in the Epi Monthly Report may focus on quantitative 
research and analysis, program updates, field investigations, or provider education.  For 
more information or to submit an article, please contact Vanessa Villamil  at 305-470-5643 
or vanessa.villamil@flhealth.gov. 

Childhood Lead Poisoning  
Prevention Program   

305-470-6877                                            

Epidemiology and  Disease  
Surveillance  

305-470-5660 

Hepatitis Program 305-470-5536 

HIV/AIDS Program 305-470-6999 

Immunization Services  305-470-5660 

STD Program   305-575-5430 

Tuberculosis Program   305-575-5415 

Appointment Line 786-845-0550 

To report diseases and for information, 
call EDC-IS at: 

 

 

 

What’s New at DOH-Miami-Dade: 

• To find the nearest vaccine site near you 

by county and city please visit:            

floridahealthcovid19.gov 

• To preregister for a vaccine and receive 

updates visit: myvaccine.fl.gov. Qualified 

individuals will receive notifications when 

vaccines are available in their area and 

receive assistance in scheduling an   

appointment.   

• For more information on vaccines in 

Florida including the number of people 

vaccinated and updates on availability 

and prioritization please visit:             

floridahealthcovid19.gov 

https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/vaccines/vaccine-locator/
myvaccine.fl.gov
https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/covid-19-vaccines-in-florida/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2Findex.html

