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DOH-MIAMI-DADE IDENTIFIES CASE OF HEPATITIS A IN FOOD 
WORKER; ENCOURAGES VACCINATION 
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Immediate Release          
                                                                                
Miami –The Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County (DOH-Miami-Dade) has 
identified a positive case of hepatitis A in a food worker in Miami.  DOH-Miami-Dade immediately 
began conducting an epidemiological investigation and determined the individual worked at 
Primo’s Italian Kitchen & Bar, 1717 North Bayshore Drive #101 between January 26 – February 7, 
2019. 

DOH-Miami-Dade recommends that if you frequented this restaurant between January 26, 2019 
until February 7, 2019 to seek medical assessment for vaccination against hepatitis A.  Post- 
exposure prophylaxis (PEP) with hepatitis A vaccine effectively prevents infection with hepatitis A 
virus (HAV) when administered within two weeks of exposure.  If you have previously received the 
hepatitis A vaccine (two doses six months apart) you do not need to take additional action. 
Vaccination can be obtained through your own health care provider or by calling DOH-Miami-
Dade at 305-470-5660. 

Hepatitis A is an infection of the liver caused by the hepatitis A virus (HAV).  Typical symptoms of 
hepatitis A are more common in adults and older children. Young children often have no 
symptoms or very mild symptoms. Hepatitis A is a routinely recommended vaccination for children 
starting at 1 year of age. Symptoms of Hepatitis A usually start within 28 days of exposure to the 
virus or within a range of 15-50 days. Symptoms can include: fever, loss of appetite, nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea, light-colored stools, dark-colored urine, generally ill-feeling (malaise), and 
occasionally presents a yellow coloring of the skin and the whites of the eyes (jaundice).  People 
infected with hepatitis A are most contagious from two weeks before onset of symptoms to one 
week afterwards. Not everyone who is infected will have all the symptoms.  

The HAV is present in an infected person’s stools and can be carried on an infected person’s 
hands especially if no proper hand washing or hygiene practices are performed.  Therefore, the 
disease can be spread when a person eats food or drinks beverages that have been handled by a 
person infected with HAV without healthy or proper hygiene practices.   

If you have any questions, you can call the Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade, 
Epidemiology and Disease Control (EDC-IS) at (305) 470-5660 during weekday and weekends.  

DOH-Miami-Dade is encouraging all healthcare providers, including hospital emergency 
departments to stay on high alert and immediately report cases to the Florida Department of 
Health. 

How is hepatitis A treated or hepatitis A infection prevented?  



• Hepatitis A vaccine is the best method of preventing infection.  

• No medicines can cure the disease once symptoms appear. People with hepatitis A 
symptoms should seek medical care immediately.  

• Most people get better over time but may need to be hospitalized.  

• Previous infection with hepatitis A provides immunity for the rest of a person’s life.  

• People that are exposed to hepatitis A may be given vaccine or immune globulin within 14 
days of exposure to prevent infection. 

 
About the Florida Department of Health 
 
The Department works to protect, promote and improve the health of all people in Florida 
through integrated state, county and community efforts. 

Follow us on Twitter at @HealthyFla and on Facebook. For more information about the Florida 
Department of Health please visit http://www.floridahealth.gov/. 
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